IAFA UN75 Global Conversation, Summary of our dialogue

Ql. What should the international community prioritize to recover better from

the pandemic?

Our dialogue :

Under the COVID-19 pandemic, people spend their days with anxiety and loneliness. But
we can reflect and think about what is truly important to us, what can we do to protect it, and
how we can build a better society under these circumstances. The international community
should not be divided and isolated but cooperate, trust one another, and respect each other
instead.
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Q2. Will people in 2045 be better off than, worse off than, or about the
same as today? What explanations did participants give?

Our dialogue:

The world of 2045 should be better than it is today. There will always be a problem in this
world that needs to be solved. One of our participants mentioned the saying, “There is room for
improvement.” If we continue to tackle issues that we are capable of solving, the world should be
in a better situation than it is today.

The high school students who participated in the dialogue all stressed that to make a meaningful
impact in bettering society, they should all continue to inform themselves of these global problems,
analyze the issue multidimensionally, and spread awareness of the problem to other members of
society, they can contribute to society. Hearing what these next generation of Japanese citizens



have to say reaffirmed our hope for a better world for people in 2045.
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Q3. What did your group most want to see in the year 2045, when the UN will
turn 100?

Our dialogue;

1. Society that recognizes diversity

Each person has a personality and is gifted with strengths and weaknesses. Everyone should be
given the respect and dignity they deserve. This is the only way we can form societies that
recognize diversity.

2. An equal society with no disparities
The economic and health disparities are exacerbated depending on one’s neighborhood, education,
race, and ethnicity, but it is necessary to have a system that provides equal opportunities for all.

3. An empathetic society that cares for others

When thinking about how people around the world can lead high quality of lives, it is essential
that we are capable of understanding and empathizing with those in need.
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Q4. What are the main obstacles and challenges that your group thought will
most affect this vision?

Our dialogue;

1. Indifference

Indifference is pretending not to notice the many problems that exist around us. Amidst the flood
of information in the news and on SNS, we should all take an interest in and care about global
issues.

2. Do not think the problems are too difficult to solve

Various issues for marginalized individuals, such as persons with disabilities, refugees, and those
with no formal education, seem complex, and we may not know how to understand them or where
to begin to solve them. However, it is important to act from a place where you can intervene,
rather than convincing yourself that the problem is too difficult to handle.
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@5. How can global cooperation - and in particular the UN - better help
manage these challenges?

Our diaogue;

1. Know the current situation on the ground

It is necessary to clarify the challenges and problems that people in need are actually facing. Not
all problems are understood or clearly articulated by government officials and other authorities
who speak on behalf of these people.

2. Know people’s needs
It is important to listen to the voices of the parties who will benefit from receiving aid, not the
donors, to provide what is actually needed.

3. Disseminating youth voices and actions to the world

Make it easy for people to access information regarding the global solutions undertaken by
today’s youth through the use of social media, cartoons, and animations. This will inform
people and generations in a wide range of countries and adults will know where and how to
provide support to these proactive youth.
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Q.6. What would your group advise the UN Secretary General to do to address
these chal lenges?

Our dialogue;

There is a phrase, “six degrees of separation.” This means that you can connect with anyone in
the world through just six separate individuals. It is easy for people who already have similar
thoughts to gather, but it is difficult to develop discussions that deepen your thoughts if there is
no disagreement. Therefore, if we try to increase the chances of engaging in dialogue with people
taking up various positions with different perspectives, we can perhaps encourage mutual
understand among our nations and lead our international community to a better direction.
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Any other comments/feedback?

In this dialogue, we found that 3C (Chance, Connection, Challenge) is important. By holding
these three sessions, we created an opportunity for Japanese high school students to meet new
peers and adults and network with professionals that they otherwise would not have met. We,
IAFA, provided them with information regarding pressing issues in Kibera, Cox Bazaar, and
Karachi and challenged them to think critically about what they can do to solve these problems.

As a result, students made a great dialogue. Thank you for participating in the UN75 Global
Conversation !
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